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Ricardo-AEA wins contract to support the 
On-Pack Recycling Label 
 

Ricardo-AEA has been awarded a two year monitoring contract 

to support the On-Pack Recycling Label (OPRL) scheme, a UK 

initiative to encourage consistent recycling messaging on 

consumer packaging 

 

The OPRL scheme is operated by OPRL Ltd, a not-for-profit company. Its highly 

recognizable label provides information on the recyclability of an item’s packaging 

components, enabling consumers to understand how to dispose of the materials. 

 

Ricardo-AEA will be monitoring how the label is used in practice, ensuring that retailers 

and manufacturers are providing consumers with the correct information. The work will 

involve monitoring how widely the label is being used across product lines by scheme 

members and checking that the right image is being applied to products. OPRL 

participants include all of the UK’s major supermarkets, high street and online retailers, 

many leading consumer brands and numerous small and bespoke producers. 

 

“The On-Pack Recycling Label is a great way of providing consumers with the 

information they need to recycle more items,” said Tim Lineham, Ricardo-AEA 

programme manager. “By carrying this label, OPRL participants are helping their 

customers reduce waste and support the circular economy. Over the next two years, 

Ricardo-AEA will provide OPRL Ltd with useful insights into the volume of products 

carrying the label and will also help retailers and manufacturers to provide accurate 

information to customers, improving environmental impact through reducing 

unnecessary waste.” 
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Jane Bevis, Chair of OPRL Ltd added: “Consumers tell us that they need clear 

information on whether packaging can be recycled if they are to recycle more. Our 

label provides clear and simple messaging to help consumers, and 6 in 10 of them 

already recognise the label. It’s really important to us that the label is used properly to 

support more consumer recycling, enabling our members to use more recycled 

material in their packaging. 

 

“We are looking forward to working with Ricardo-AEA over the next two years: they 

have an excellent track record of helping retailers cut waste and have supported other 

sustainability labelling initiatives such as the EU Water and Energy label schemes”.  

 

For further information on the OPRL visit: http://www.onpackrecyclinglabel.org.uk/.  

Additional information on Ricardo-AEA’s resource efficiency services can be found 

here: http://www.ricardo-aea.com/cms/services-2   

 

Ends  
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 NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
The On-Pack Recycling Label scheme is being operated by On-Pack Recycling Label 
Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of the British Retail Consortium, under licence from WRAP 
(Waste & Resources Action Programme).  WRAP provides technical support and measures 
local authorities’ recycling capabilities determining the labelling category for each packaging 
material. The label has three categories which tell consumers how likely it is that their local 
authority accepts a particular packaging material for recycling. The categories are: Widely 
recycled (75% or more of local authorities collect that material); Check local recycling (between 
20% and 75% of local authorities collect that material), and; Not currently recycled (less than 
20% of local authorities collect that material). A full list of scheme members is available at 
www.oprl.org.uk/members and further information can be found at: www.oprl.org.uk  
 
 
Ricardo-AEA is an operating division of Ricardo plc comprising the former business of AEA 
Europe. The consultancy has an exceptional breadth of capability in energy and climate change, air 
quality, sustainable transport, waste management, resource efficiency and chemical risk. With 
around 400 staff based in the UK, the company’s capabilities are underpinned by the experience 
gained from supporting governments and business-leaders around the world for over 40 years. 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, technology, 
project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing outstanding value 
through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low emission, class-leading 
product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With almost a century of delivering 
value through technology, our client list includes the world's major transportation original 
equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy companies, financial institutions 
and governments. Guided by our corporate values of respect, integrity, creativity & innovation 
and passion, we enable our customers to achieve sustainable growth and commercial success. 
For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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